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A Compassionate God

Our eternal, almighty, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent God is also a compassionate and merciful God. Whenever His people lifted up their voice and cried out to Him in fasting and prayer, His unfailing love delivered, protected, healed, and blessed them during their difficult times. Throughout the Bible, we see how God showed unfailing love to His people by sending prophets, judges, and priests to warn them whenever they sinned. When it came to a point that there was no way out, our Father sent His only begotten Son Jesus into this world so that mankind could be saved from eternal damnation to eternal glory. Let us examine a few examples from Scripture where we see how our God proved to be truly compassionate. 

In Exodus 23, we read of how the Israelites cried out while they were in slavery at Egypt, and God heard their groaning and was concerned for them. God sent Moses to Egypt and delivered them from Pharaoh with signs, wonders, and great miracles. He brought His own children to the Promised Land. There are times in our lives when we have no one to help, but if we cry out to God, He sees our misery and creates new ways to help and deliver us. Even when our enemies try to take way the blessings we are entitled to, God will bless us with greater riches and open new channels in our lives. He will make us triumph over our enemies.  

From 1 Samuel 1:1 onwards, we see the story of Hannah. She goes to worship the Lord year after year but there was no answer for her prayers. When we come to verse 10, we see how Hannah wept bitterly and prayed to the Lord. She made a vow to Him stating that if He saw her misery, remembered her, and did not forget His servant by giving her a son, she would give her son to the Lord for all the days of his life. Therefore God remembered Hannah, heard her prayer and gave her a son. She named him Samuel saying “Because I asked the Lord for him”. We read that after the child was weaned, Hannah fulfilled the promise she made to the Lord and brought her son to Eli the priest. Since Hannah kept her vow in the presence of God, God was faithful to her by blessing her again with 3 sons and 2 daughters. In our hopelessness, God creates miracles. What seems impossible in man’s eyes are all possible with our Master. His compassion causes us to receive blessings that are beyond our own reach.  

Another example of God’s compassion can be found in 1 Samuel 7. All the Israelites had assembled at Mizpah with fasting to confess their sins in the presence of God. Samuel interceded for these people. When the Philistines heard about their gathering, they came to attack the Israelites. The Scripture goes on to read that the people cried out to the Lord, and Samuel sacrificed a burnt offering to God. When God saw how the people turned away from walking wickedly and worshipping idols, turning to Him for help from their enemy, He did a great miracle among them. On that day, the Lord thundered with a loud thunder against the Philistines and threw them into a great panic causing them to flee from the Israelites. We need to turn away from our idols, humble ourselves before God, and live holy lives that are pleasing to Him. When we do that, God will subdue our enemies and help us overcome our obstacles. 

In the book of Nehemiah, Nehemiah heard that the wall of Jerusalem was broken down and its gates were burnt with fire. For some days he wept, fasted, mourned, and prayed before God. He confessed his sins and the sins of his father’s house. God in turn answered his prayer by giving him the king’s favor so that he could go and build the broken wall. While the wall was being restored, Nehemiah was promoted from being the king’s cupbearer to the governor of Judah. This shows that when you work for the Lord and for the benefits of His people, He will bless you greatly and in a way no one has imagined. 

Finally we examine King Hezekiah’s life. The prophet Isaiah came and told him to put his house in order since he was going to die. Hezekiah then turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord Almighty asking Him to remember how he walked faithfully before Him, with whole-hearted devotion, doing what was good in the Lord’s eyes. The Scripture goes on to say how Hezekiah wept bitterly, which caused God to turn Isaiah back and tell Hezekiah that his life was extended for another 15 years. From this good example, one can realize that if we do what is pleasing before our God and cry out to Him for help, He will immediately send His reply. 

There are a lot more examples in Scripture where God was compassionate such as forgiving David for the adultery he committed, saving Nineveh from destruction after they fasted and repented, as well as restoring Bartholomew’s eyesight after he cried out to Jesus for mercy. Time after time, we keep seeing God’s compassion displayed. It is not only in Scripture where we see these examples. We each have many stories to share of how our Lord had compassion to us, even when we did not deserve it. Let us take some time to thank God for His great compassion in our lives. He not only gave us the great opportunity to accept Him as our Savior, but also allowed us to experience His grace when we most needed it. 

