Cures For Backsliding

How do we (believing Christians) deal with people who have lost their 1st love (backsliders)? 

We have a responsibility to care for people who once were believers (backsliders): 

(a) to care enough to comfort (2 Cor 1:3, 4)

(b) to care enough to stimulate  & love, to meet together (Heb 10:24, 25)

(c) to care enough to share (Acts 4:32)

(d) to care enough to confront (Matt 5:23, 24, 18:15-17)

(e) to care enough to withdraw (2 Thes 3:6)

(f) to care enough to restore (Gal 6:1)

Rev 2:5 provides a way back for those who have lost their 1st love: “Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent & do the things you did at 1st.” 

1. REMEMBER
There are 3 things that backsliding persons must remember: 

I. Remember who Jesus is.

(a) They have to remember their previous relationship with Christ

(b) Remember that Christ is God

(c) Remember that Christ Jesus had humbled Himself by dying on the cross for them 

(d) That after His resurrection from the dead he now holds the keys to heaven & hell

(e) That Jesus Christ is soon coming as King to take his children to heaven 

II. Remember who they (backsliding persons) are if they return back to Christ.

In Romans chapter 6 we read: 

(a) must know something (v1-10) – that they belong to Christ

(b) must reckon something (v5-11) – they died to the old life

(c) must yield to something (v12-14) - to our new identity in Christ

(d) must end our slavery (v15) - serve a new master

III. Remember what awaits the backsliding persons when they return to God.

(a) the reward of contentment (Rom 8:18)

(b) the reward of needs supplied (Phil 4:19)

(c) the reward in the Kingdom (Rev 2-3)

i. special intimacy with God (Rev 2:7)

ii. special crown (Rev 2:10)

iii. special honor (Rev 2:17)

iv. a special position (Rev 2:26-28)

v. a special invitation (Rev 3:4-5)

vi. a special recognition (Rev 3:12)

vii. a special authority (Rev 3:21) 

2. REPENT
The backsliding persons must come to a place where they repent. Repent of their condition for having another lover in their lives. They must decide to get rid of that other lover. (James 4:4).

(a) They can do it themselves (1 John 1:9)

(b) They can have others bring them to repentance (1 Cor 5:1-13; 2 Cor 7:8)

(c) They can have God’s discipline bring them to repentance (1 Cor 11:29-32)

(d) They can have Satan’s judgment bring them to repentance (1 Tim 1:18-20)

3. REPEAT
The restored backslider is to go back & do the 1st works.

(a) restore their  mind (1 Col 3:2)

(b) restore their  walk (Eph 4:17) 

(c) restore their life (Eph 4:22-24)

Eph 4:22-24 gives the backsliders insights that they apply the mind of Christ by taking off the old life, saying no to it, saying yes to the new life in Christ. When backsliding persons start to walk with Christ wearing Him, they become brand new creations.

