Successful Church

Introduction

· Leon Fraser, the President of Bank of International Settlement, committed suicide.

· Jesse Livermore, the Wall Street guru, committed suicide.

· Charles Schwab, the President of the largest Independent Steel Company, lived on borrowed money the last five years of his life and died penniless.

· Richard Whitney, the President of the New York Stock exchange, was released some time ago from Sing Sing Prison.

· Albert Fall, a member of the President’s cabinet, was pardoned from prison so he could die at home. 

· Moral of Examples - Money can buy crucifix around your neck but money cannot buy a Savior in your heart.

· You must believe that you can achieve success.

1.  A Bible Based Church (Acts 2:41)
41 “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.”
A. Some Churches only believe parts of the Bible

B. A successful church is Christ centered, Bible teaching, Bible believing and Bible obeying church

C. They look to the Bible for the solutions to their situations

D. They preach the Bible 

· Jesus took victory over Satan by using the Word

· Word is the Base, which we should build our church.

· Dry bones in the valley and Ezekiel – Spoke the Word

2. A Community Church (James 2:15-16)
15 “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?”

A. Jesus came to serve people

B. The community is not looking for suggestions. They are looking for a helping hand in their situations.

C. We can not be self centered and become a successful church – We must be Greeters, Helpers, and Cell leaders.

3. A Singing Church (Ephesians 5:19)

19 “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord.”

A. A singing Church is a friendly church. A dragging, boring, dull unfriendly church can not attract people.  

B. We need to be a church that sings even at times of trouble.

C. Paul and Silas sang in the prison and all the prisoners were attracted.

D. A successful church live with joyful singing, friendliness and happy anticipation. 

E. Can you sing at the time of your trouble - those are the people who are the leaders of the Church.

4. Exercise Spiritual Gifts Acts 3:6

“Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’”

A. Some believes spiritual gifts are ceased.

B. To some believes Satan is just a force.

C. Some don’t believe in demons.

D. God gave us the authority / anointing to cast out demons.

E. There must be demonstration of Spiritual gifts.

F. Peter and John at the gate of the temple- look at us

G. We need to learn the spiritual warfare so we can win this battle of the age.

5. A Soul Winning Church (Matthew 9:37)

37 “Then He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.’”

A. Many churches lack the burden for unsaved souls.

B. The great commission admonishes Christians to spread the gospel

C. This is the main purpose of our existence
D. Let us cry out to God for souls - Harvest is plentiful … 

6. A Spirit filled Church (Ephesians 5:18)

18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”

A. Spiritual failure leads to church failure.
B. God must be first in our Church.

C. Lead by the Spirit. 

D. Manifesting the fruit of the Spirit in a member’s life.

7. A Praying Church Acts 12:5 (NIV)
5 “So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.” 

A. Prayer is the first solution not the last resource.

B. A praying church is the most powerful church.

C. Prayer is the weapon given to the church to defeat the enemy.

D. Story of Tamil Nadu – Jaya Lalitha. (brought conversion bill but Christians prayed. At the next election Shankaracharyar predicted she will win 40 seats which she was running. She lost all of them. When she called Dinakaran and asked about this – Isaiah 43:7 came to him in a dream – He told her to repent. Later she withdrew the conversion bill. Shankarachary was arrested. The Church was approved to get 40 acres and also gave a big check for the construction of the bill. This all happened because 2000 Pastors came together and fast and prayed before Election Day. 

